
 
References on Arabic First language Acquisition 

 
Compiled by: Dimitrios Ntelitheos 

Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, United Arab Emirates University 
Dimitrios_N@uaeu.ac.ae 

 
Abdulkarim, Lamya. 1995. Ellipsis as a Mirror of Case and Agreement Principles in 

Language Acquisition. In Eid, Mushira and Dilworth B. Parkinson (eds.) 
Perspectives on Arabic Linguistics: Papers from the Annual Symposium on 
Arabic Linguistics, Volume IX: Washington D.C. 179-193.  

Abdulkarim, L. & Roeper, T. (1998). Semantics or Syntax for Negative Islands in 
Language Acquisition. Proceedings of the Annual Boston University 
Conference on Language Development, 1998, 22, 1, 39-49. 

Abdulkarim, L., Roeper, T. & De Villiers, J. (1998). Negative Islands in Language 
Acquisition. University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics, 
1998, 22, 187-196. 

Abdullah, F. 2002.  Specific language impairment in Arabic-speaking children: 
deficits in morphosyntax.  Ph.D. thesis, McGill University, Canada 

Abdulla, F. & M. Crago. 2008. Verb morphology defects in Arabic-speaking children 
with specific language impairment. Applied Psycholinguistics 29:315-340. 

Abu El-Haija, Lutfi Ahmad. 1981. The Acquisition of the Negation System in Arabic 
as Spoken in Jordan.  Doctoral dissertation, The Pennsylvania State University 

Abu-Nofal, Hunaida. 2005. Learning to inflect Palestinian Arabic adjectives in plural 
contexts. Paper presented at the workshop on The Acquisition of Morphology 
in Palestinian Arabic: Universal, Particular and Contextual Factors, Tel Aviv 
University, Tel Aviv, Israel, Friday, July 29, 2005. 

Abu Salem, Rawan Khoury and Afnan Farah Sima’an. 2005. The development of 
open-class categories in the writing of school-age speakers of Palestinian 
Arabic. Paper presented at the workshop on The Acquisition of Morphology in 
Palestinian Arabic: Universal, Particular and Contextual Factors, Tel Aviv 
University, Tel Aviv, Israel, Friday, July 29, 2005. 

Aftat, Mokhtar, 1982, The Acquisition of Negation and Wh- Questions in a Moroccan 
Arabic Speaking Four-Year-Old Child, Ph D Thesis, University of Texas. 

Al-Afghani O. 1995. Acquisition of Arabic Sounds. Master's Thesis, University of 
Jordan, Amman.  

Al-Akeel, A. 1998. The Acquisition of Arabic Language Comprehension by Saudi 
Children. Ph.D. Thesis, UK, University of Newcastle upon Tyne.  

Albouni, Karama. 2007 .The Acquisition of Emirati Arabic Phonology: A Case Study. 
Paper presented at the First Student Research Symposium. May 23, Al Ain, 
UAE.  

Al-Buainain, Haifa. 1999. Creativity/ Productivity of Child’s Language: a Case study 
of Qatari Dialect”, Bulletin  of  the  Documentation  and  Humanities  
Research  Centre,  Vol. (1999) (pp.7-26)    Qatar.  

Al-Buainain, Haifa. 2003.  Developmental  Stages of the Acquisition of Negation and 
Interrogation by Children Native Speakers  of Qatari Dialect.  Journal of the 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.  Vol. 25, 9-45. Doha, Qatar. 

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2000. The emergence of tense and agreement in Kuwaiti children 
speaking Arabic. In R. Ingham & P. Kerswill (eds.) Reading Working Papers 
in Linguistics 4: 1-24.  



Aljenaie, Khawla. 2001.  The emergence of tense and agreement in Kuwaiti Arabic 
child language.  PhD thesis, The University of Reading., UK. 

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2003. The development of verb inflections in Kuwaiti Arabic. 
Symposium of the Arabic Linguistics Society, Alexandria- Egypt. 

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2005a. Comprehension of Topic-Comment word order in early 
Kuwaiti Arabic child language. Symposium of the Arabic Linguistics Society, 
University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign, USA. 

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2005b. Verb inflections in Kuwaiti Arabic-speaking children. 
Workshop Variation in Inflection, December 19-20, 2005, University of 
Amsterdam 

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2006a. Caretaker talk. Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and 
Linguistics. The Netherlands: Brill Publishers. 

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2006b. Imperative in early Arabic child language: Experimental 
approach. Annual Symposium on Arabic Linguistics, March 3-5, 2006, 
Department of Foreign Languages, Western Michigan University, Twentieth  

Aljenaie, Khawla. 2008. Negation in early Kuwaiti Arabic child language. Arab 
Journal for the Humanities, 26,102.  Kuwait: Kuwait University. 

Aljenaie, Khawla and Mohammad Farghalb. (In progress). Comprehension of three 
word orders in Kuwaiti Arabic child language. Language Sciences.    

Aller, Y. Sonia Konialian. 1978. The Acquisition of Relative Clause Constructions in 
Arabic.  Doctoral dissertation, Indiana University. 

Aller, Wayne K. and Aller, Sonia K. and Malouf-Saad, Lina. 1979. The acquisition of 
ASK and TELL structures by Arabic speaking children. In Eckman, F. R. and 
Hastings, A. J. (eds.) Studies in first and second language acquisition. 
Rowley, Mass.: Newbury House Publishers, Inc. 

Al-Qahtani, Masoud Duleim.  2001. The Nature of Arabic Sonorant Consonants. In 
Languages and Linguistics 6: 1-21. 

Amayreh, Mousa. 1994. A Normative Study of the Acquisition of Consonant Sounds 
in Arabic. Doctoral Dissertation, University of Florida. Dissertation Abstracts 
International, 56-11, 6065. 

Amayreh, Mousa. 2003. Completion of the Consonant Inventory of Arabic. Journal of 
Speech, Language and Hearing Research 46(3). 517-529. 

Amaryeh, Mousa. 2004. Acquisition of Consonants by Arabic-Speaking-Children: 
Implications of Research. American Speech Language hearing Association 
Convention, Philadelphia, USA, 18-20 November 2004. 

Amayreh, Mousa & Dyson, Alice. 1998. The Acquisition of Arabic Consonants. 
Journal of Speech, Language and Hearing Research 41, 642-653.  

Amayreh, Mousa & Dyson, Alice. 2000a. Phonological errors and sound changes in 
Arabic speaking-children. Journal of Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, Vol. 
14, 2, 79-109)  

Amayreh, Mousa & Dyson, Alice. 2000b. Phonetic inventories of young Arabic-
speaking children. Journal of Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, Vol. 14, 3, 
193-215.  

Ammar, Wafaa. 1992. Articulation disorders in Arabic. Unpublished PhD thesis, 
University of Alexandria.  

Ammar, Wafaa. 1999. The acquisition of consonant clusters in Egyptian children 
from two to four years. Language Sciences 2(3), 10 – 37.  

Ammar, Wafaa. 2002. Acquisition of syllabic structure in Egyptian Colloquial Arabic. 
In F. Windsor, M. Louise Kelly and N. Hewlett (eds) Investigations in Clinical 



Phonetics and Linguistics. Mahwah, New Jersey, London: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates.  

Ammar, Wafaa and Rifaat, K. 1998. The phonetic inventory of consonants of normal 
three to four-year-old normal Egyptian children. Langues et Linguistique. 
Revue Internationale de Linguistique 3, 61– 81.  

Ammar, Wafaa and Ranya Morsi. 2006. Phonological Development and Disorders: 
Colloquial Egyptian Arabic. In Hua, Zhu (ed.) Phonological Development and 
Disorders in Children. GBR: Multilingual Matters Limited, 204-232. 

Wafaa Ammar & Heba Salama. 2007. The acquisition of nouns in colloquial Egyptian 
Arabic. Paper presented at the Child Language Seminar, organized by the 
Clinical Language Sciences, University of Reading, 18-20 July 2007. 

 Azem Gazalin, Omaimah. 2005. Open-class categories in narratives re-told by 
Bedouin and urban children speaking Palestinian Arabic in Israel. Paper 
presented at the workshop on The Acquisition of Morphology in Palestinian 
Arabic: Universal, Particular and Contextual Factors, Tel Aviv University, Tel 
Aviv, Israel, Friday, July 29, 2005. 

Badry, Fatima. 1982. The centrality of the root in semitic lexical derivation: Evidence 
from children's acquisition of Moroccan Arabic. Papers and Reports on Child 
Language Development 21: 9-15. 

Badry, Fatima. 1983. Acquisition of Lexical Derivation Rules in Moroccan Arabic: 
Implications for the Development of Standard Arabic as a Second language 
through Literacy. Unpublished Doctoral DissertationUniversity of California 
Berkeley.  

Badry, Fatima. 2004. Acquiring the Arabic lexicon: Evidence of productive strategies 
and pedagogical implications.  Bethesda, MD: Academica Press. 

Badry, Fatima. 2005. Acquisition of Arabic Word Formation: A multi-path approach. 
In Perspectives on Arabic Linguistics, Alhawary, Mohammad T. and Elabbas 
Benmamoun (eds.), 243–272. 

Badry, Fatima. 2006. First language acquisition. In Encyclopedia of Arabic language 
and literature. Vol 2. Leiden: Brill. 

Barkat-Defradas, M., Kern, S. & Hamdi, R., (in preperation). The Acquisition of 
Arabic: a state of the Art. 

Benmamoun, Elabbas. 2003.  The role of the imperfective template in Arabic 
morphology. In Joseph Shimron (ed.) Language Processing and Acquisition in 
Languages of Semitic, Root-Based, Morphology, Language Acquisition and 
Language Disorders 28, John Benjamins, 99–114.  

Berent, Iris and Joseph Shimron. 2003.  What is a root? Evidence from the obligatory 
contour principle.  In Joseph Shimron (ed.) Language Processing and 
Acquisition in Languages of Semitic, Root-Based, Morphology, Language 
Acquisition and Language Disorders 28, John Benjamins, 201–222.  

Berman, Ruth A. & Ravid, Dorit D., 2000. Acquisition of Israeli Hebrew and 
Palestinian Arabic. A review of current research. Hebrew Studies 41, 7-22.  

Bolotin, Naomi. 1995. Arabic and parametric VSO agreement. In Perspectives on 
Arabic Linguistics, Eid, Mushira (ed.), 7 ff.  

Bolotin, Naomi. 1996. Resetting Parameters in Acquiring Arabic. In Perspectives on 
Arabic Linguistics, Eid, Mushira and Dilworth B. Parkinson (eds.), 167 ff.  

Bolotin, Naomi. 1997. Arabic Speakers and Parasitic Gaps. In Perspectives on Arabic 
Linguistics, Eid, Mushira and Robert R. Ratcliffe (eds.), 273 ff.  

Bolotin, Naomi. 2002. Acquisition of Binding in L1 Arabic. In Perspectives on Arabic 
Linguistics, Parkinson, Dilworth B. and Elabbas Benmamoun (eds.), 211–218.  



Boudelaa, S. and William Marslen-Wilson, W. 2001. Morphological units in the 
Arabic lexicon. Cognition 81:65-92.  

de Boysson-Bardies, Bénédicte. 1982. Do Babies Babble in Their Maternal 
Language? La Recherche, 1982, 13, 129, 102-104. 

de Boysson-Bardies, Bénédicte and Sagart, Laurent and Durant, Catherine. 1984. 
Discernible differences in the babbling of infants according to target language. 
Journal of Child Language. 11(1): 1-15. 

de Boysson-Bardies, Bénédicte and Halle, Pierre and Sagart, Laurent and Durand, 
Catherine. 1989. A crosslinguistic investigation of vowel formants in 
babbling. Journal of Child Language 16: 1-17.  

Chipman, Harold H. and di Francavilla, Margherita Imperiali. 1989. His or hers?  
How young English and Algerian Arabic speaking children understand third 
person possessive pronouns in object position. Folia Linguistica 23: 157-180.  

Costa, Joao, & Friedmann, Na’ama. (in press). Hebrew and Arabic children going 
Romance: On the acquisition of word order in Semitic and Romance. In E. 
Aboh, J. Quer, P. Sleeman, and E. van der Linden (Eds). Romance Languages 
and Linguistic Theory 2007. Current Issues in Linguistic Theory series. 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins.   

Dyson, A., and M. Amayreh. 2000. Phonological errors and sound changes in Arabic 
speaking children. Clinical Linguistics & Phonetics 14:79-109. 

Dyson. A. & Amaryeh. M. M. 2007. Jordanian Arabic speech acquisition. In S. 
McLeod (ed). The international guide to speech acquisition. Clifton Park, NY: 
Thomson Delmar Learning, 288-299. 

Elgendy, A. M. 2001. Aspects of Pharyngeal Coarticulation. University of 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

Enstrom, Daly H. 1982. Infant labial, apical and velar stop productions: A voice onset 
time analysis. Phonetica. 39(1): 47-60.  

Esling, John H., Allison Benner, & Izabelle Grenon. 2004. Phonetic development in 
the First Year of Life: A Comparison of English, Moroccan, and Bai Infants. 
Paper presented at JEP, Fes, Morocco. 

Faraj, Abdulatif Hussein. 1988. Language acquisition and development in infants. 
Early Child Development and Care 39: 21-31. 

Fauzia Abdalla and Martha Crago. 2008. Verb morphology deficits in Arabic-
speaking children with specific language impairment. Applied 
Psycholinguistics, 29 , 315-340. 

Ferguson, Charles A. 1956. Arabic baby talk. In M. Halle (ed.) For Roman Jakobson, 
The Hague: Mouton, 121-128.  

Ferguson, Charles A.1964. Baby talk in six languages. American Anthropologist. 66: 
103-114. Reprinted in Ferguson, 1971. Cross-cultural comparison of adult 
speech to infants ('baby talk'), based on already existing and new source 
material. Also in Gumperz & Hymes 'The ethnography of communication'. 

Friedmann, N. 2003. Functional categories in Hebrew and Palestinian Arabic: a view 
from agrammatism. Presented at the Semitic Linguistics within Contemporary 
Approaches conference, Florida, USA. 

Friedmann, Naama; Hedva Lavi. 2006. On the order of acquisition of A-movement, 
WHmovement, and V-C-movement. Language Acquisition and Development: 
Proceedings of GALA 2005, ed. Adriana Belletti, Elisa Bennati, Cristiano 
Chesi, Elisa Di Domenico, Ida Ferrari, 211-217. Newcastle: Cambride 
Scholars Press 



Friedmann, N. 2008a. Elicitation of relative clauses in Hebrew and Palestinian 
Arabic. Presented at the COSTA33 meeting, Crosslinguistically robust stage 
of children’s linguistic performance, Aalborg, Denmark. 

Friedmann, N. 2008b. Results on Wh questions and relative clauses in Hebrew and 
Palestinian Arabic. Presented at the COST A33 meeting, Crosslinguistically 
robust stage of children’s linguistic performance, Warsaw, Poland. 

Gathercole, Virginia C. 1982. Decrements in children's responses to Big and Tall:  
Are consideration of the potential cognitive and semantic clauses. Journal of 
Experimental Child Psychology 34, 156-173.  

Heath, Jeffrey. 2003.  Arabic derivational ablaut, processing strategies, and 
consonantal “roots”.  In Joseph Shimron (ed.) Language Processing and 
Acquisition in Languages of Semitic, Root-Based, Morphology, Language 
Acquisition and Language Disorders 28, John Benjamins, 115–129. 

Hua, Zhu(Editor). Phonological Development and Disorders in Children : A 
Multilingual Perspective. 

Joseph Shimron (ed.). 2003. Language Processing and Acquisition in Languages of 
Semitic, Root-Based, Morphology, Language Acquisition and Language 
Disorders 28, John Benjamins. 

Kawar, C. & Sakran, M. 1998. Developmental Aspects of Phonological and 
Morphological Awareness in Palestinian Arabic. Seminar Paper, Department 
of Communication Disorders, Tel Aviv University. (in Hebrew). 

Kern, Sophie, Barbara Davis, Peter MacNeilage, Dilara Koçbas, Aylin Kuntay, and 
Inge Zink. In press. Cross-linguistic similarities and differences in babbling: 
Phylogenetic implications. In Hombert, J.M. (ed.) Towards the origins of 
language and languages. 

Khanji, R. & Weist, R. M. (1996) Spacial and temporal locations in child Jordanian 
Arabic. Perceptual & Motor Skills 82: 675-682. Cognitive development tests 
relevant to language acquisition in 60 Jordanians aged 2-6 years. 

Khattab Ghada. 2005a. Input and language factors in the acquisition of geminate 
consonants by Arabic monolingual and bilingual children. Paper presented at 
Emergence of Language Abilities: ontogeny and phylogeny, Lyon, December 
-8-10, 2005. Abstract  

Khattab Ghada. 2005b. Does child-directed speech really facilitate the emergence of 
phonological structure? The case of gemination in Arabic CDS. 10th 
Conference on Laboratory Phonology, Paris, June 29-July 1, 2006. 

Khattab, Ghada. 2007. Lebanese speech acquisition. In: S. McLeod, (ed.) The 
International Guide to Speech Acquisition. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson 
Delmar Learning, 300-312. 

Kimary Shahin. 2002. Remarks on the Speech of Arabic-speaking Children with Cleft 
Palate. California Linguistic Notes Volume XXVII No. 1 Spring, 2002, 1-10. 

Levin, I. Saeigh-Haddad, E. Hende, N.  Ziv, M. 2008. Early literacy in Arabic: An 
intervention study among Israeli Palestinian kindergartners. Applied 
Psycholinguistics 29, 413-436. 

Moawad, R. 2006. The acquisition of the Arabic gender and number systems. PhD. 
thesis, University of Wales Bangor. 

Mohamed, Ibrahim and Ouhalla, Jamal. 1995. Negation and modality in early child 
Arabic. In Mushira Eid (ed.) Perspectives on Arabic Linguistics VII, 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 69-90. 

Morsi, R. 2001. Developmental articulation test for phonologically disordered 
Egyptian children. Unpublished MA thesis, University of Alexandria.  



Morsi, R. 2003. A tentative articulation test for phonologically disordered Egyptian 
children. Paper presented at Child Language Seminar, July 9 – 11, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, UK.  

Mourchid, Younes, 1998, The Acquisition of Case-marking in Moroccan Arabic as a 
first language, Master Thesis, University of Southern California.  

Mustafawi, E. & Mahfoudhi, A. 2002. The Development of Binding Principles: New 
Findings. Cahiers linguistiques d'Ottawa, 2002, 30, 91-111. 

Omar, Margaret Kleffner. 1970. The Acquisition of Egyptian Arabic as a Native 
Language, Janua Linguarum, Series Practica, 160, The Hague : Mouton, 1973. 
(Formerly a Ph. D. dissertation at Georgetown University ).  

Plunkett, K. & R. C. Nakisa. 1997. A connectionist model of the Arabic plural 
system. Language and Cognitive Processes12, 807-836. 

Prunet, Jean-François, Renée Béland and Ali Idrissi. 2000. The mental representation 
of Semitic words, Linguistic Inquiry 31:609-648.  

Ravid, Dorit. 2003.  A developmental perspective on root perception in Hebrew and 
Palestinian Arabic.  In Joseph Shimron (ed.) Language Processing and 
Acquisition in Languages of Semitic, Root-Based, Morphology, Language 
Acquisition and Language Disorders 28, John Benjamins, 293–319. 

Ravid, D. & Farah R., 1998. Rule and role in the acquisition of Palestinian Arabic 
noun plurals. In Aksu-Ku, E. Erguranli-Taylan, A. Sumru Ozsoy & A. Kuntay 
(eds.) Perspectives on Language Acquisition, Istanbul : Bogazici University 
Press, 31-45.  

Ravid, D. & R. Farah. 1999. Learning about noun plurals in early Palestinian Arabic. 
First Language 19, 187-206. 

Ravid, Dorit  and Rola Farah. 2001.  The early plural lexicon of Palestinian Arabic: A 
longitudinal case study. ELA. Proceedings. Institut de sciences de l' homme, 
Université Lumiere, Lyon. Saeigh 

Ravid, D. & L. Hayek. 2003. Learning about different ways of expressing number in 
the development of Palestinian Arabic. First Language, 23, 41-63.  

Rola, Farah. 2005. The emergence of noun plurals in Palestinian Arabic: A case 
study. Paper presented at the workshop on The Acquisition of Morphology in 
Palestinian Arabic: Universal, Particular and Contextual Factors, Tel Aviv 
University, Tel Aviv, Israel, Friday, July 29, 2005. 

Rosenhouse, Judith. 2000. The acquisition of Arabic as a mother tongue (mainly in 
Israel). Oriente moderno 19: 119-151. 

Rosenhouse, Y. 1997. Morphological and syntactical acquisition of spoken Arabic as 
native language: Preliminary findings. Hilkat Lashon, 27, 76-93. (Hebrew)  

Salama, H. 2003. The phonemic inventory of normal Egyptian children from the age 
of three to four years in connected speech. Unpublished postgraduate research, 
University of Alexandria.  

Salameh, Eva-Kristina, Ulrika Nettelbladt and  Kjell Norlin. 2003. Assessing 
phonologies in bilingual Swedish-Arabic children with and without language 
impairment. Child language  Teaching and Therapy 19. 3 : 338-365. 

Salem, H. 2000. Study of the acquisition of the syllable structure in sentence 
perspective in the speech of normal Egyptian children. Unpublished PhD 
thesis, University of Alexandria.  

Sayce, C. A. 1889. Children's language in the Omani dialect of Arabia. The Academy 
36.  



Shahin, Kimary, 1995, Child Language evidence on Palestinian Arabic phonology, In 
Eve Clark (ed) Proceedings of the 26th Child Language Research Forum, 
Stanford, CSLI, 104-116.  

Shahin, Kimary, 2006, Remarks on the speech of Arabic-speaking children with cleft 
palate: three case studies. Journal of Multilingual Communication Disorders, 
4(2): 71 – 77  

Shimron, Joseph. 2003.  Semitic languages: Are they really root-based? In Joseph 
Shimron (ed.) Language Processing and Acquisition in Languages of Semitic, 
Root-Based, Morphology, Language Acquisition and Language Disorders 28, 
John Benjamins, 1–28. 

Smadi, Oglah Mahmoud. 1980. The acquisition of the Jordanian Arabic interrogation 
and negation by a three-year-old native speaker of Jordanian Arabic. 
Dissertation Abstracts International, Ann Arbor, MI 1980, 40, 5845A.  

Tarbani, Sireen Saed. 2005. The distribution of Palestinian Arabic verb patterns in 
preschoolers’ conversation. Paper presented at the workshop on The 
Acquisition of Morphology in Palestinian Arabic: Universal, Particular and 
Contextual Factors, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel, Friday, July 29, 
2005. 

Wiig EH & El-Halees Y. 2000. Developing a Language Screening Test for Arabic-
Speaking Children. Folia Phoniatrica et Logopeadica 52:260-274. 

Zablit, C., Trudeau, N. 2008. Le vocabulaire chez les enfants libanais bilingues 
libanais arabophones, francophones et bilingues. Glossa, 103, 35-53. 

 

 

 
 


	References on Arabic First language Acquisition
	Compiled by: Dimitrios Ntelitheos
	Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, United Arab Emirates University
	Dimitrios_N@uaeu.ac.ae

