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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course engages students in independent study and research on a topic of choice, 
approved by the student's advisor and directed by a faculty member. The theme of the course 
can vary depending on the students' general area of specialization. The students read the 
assigned material and meet weekly with the course instructor to discuss and expand on these 
readings. The course is complemented by guided research on a chosen topic related to the 
course theme, leading to a term paper. May be repeated for credit.  
 
COURSE SECTION DESCRIPTION 
 
This section of TLS690 offers a general introduction to modern syntactic theory. The weekly 
discussions focus on empirical syntactic phenomena that cover various structures and 
structural configurations, as well as constraints on the derivation of these structures. In 
addition, the discussions aim to construct a theory of syntax that accounts for these empirical 
phenomena and explain how and why they arise and what their psychological reality is. The 
main theoretical construct adopted in the course is based on the modern transformational 
generative approach as expressed in the Principles and Parameters Theory and the Minimalist 
research program.  
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2. TEACHING METHODS 
 
The course is an independent study of current research material. The student(s) meet with the 
professor twice a week and discuss assigned readings. The meetings are student-centered in 
that the students initiate the discussion with a number of questions based on the assigned 
readings or assigned tasks. Students may also seek additional material that may help them 
understand the assigned readings or complete the weekly assignments. 
 
3. COURSE OBJECTIVES AND COURSE OUTCOMES 
 
Objectives    What the teacher will do Outcomes   How the student will 

benefit 
Introduce current, cutting-edge 
approaches in syntactic theory and 
research 

Students will become familiar with the 
guiding principles of the Principles and 
Parameters framework and the 
Minimalist research program and 
related approaches 

Provide students with the opportunity 
to read, present, discuss and comment 
on original pieces of research 

Students will be able to contrast 
accounts within different approaches 

Allow students to apply this knowledge 
to new data, drawn from languages that 
have not been studied extensively 

Students will gain experience in 
reading, interpreting and discussing 
original pieces of research in current 
syntactic theorizing 
 

Guide students in  
• forming a research question,  
• finding the appropriate data to 

address this question 
empirically,  

• research the literature 
associated with this specific 
question, and  

• produce a piece of original 
research in the form of a term 
paper 

Students will evaluate and offer 
criticisms of theories and accounts 
 
Students will conduct, independent 
research 

 
4. STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
1. Students must attend the discussions regularly. 
2. Students must do the readings before they come to the discussion (ways to test this may be 

used) 
3. Students are expected to actively participate and sometimes guide the discussions (this 

would count in the evaluation). 
4. Students are expected to complete the assignments and term paper and submit them in a 

timely fashion 
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5. GRADING SCHEME 
 
1. 6 Assignments   30%   
2. 2 Take-Home Quizzes   20%    
3. Term paper   40% Type and topic to be discussed with instructor. 
4. Discussion participation  10%and attendance. 
 
6. TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Week 1 General Introduction to Syntactic Argumentation, Building 

Blocks – Words and Morphemes - Syntactic Categories, 
Constituency 
Readings: Haegeman (2006: Ch. 1); Carnie (2008: Ch. 3) 

Week 2 Phrase Structure and Structure Building-Operations, External 
and Internal Merge, Features 
Readings: Fukui (2001) 

Week 3 Theta Theory and UTAH; Locality of Selection, VP-internal 
Subjects 
Readings: Baker (1997) 

Week 4 Head Movement; V-to-T, T-to-C; V2 Effects; Head Movement 
Constraint; Incorporation 
Readings: Roberts (To Appear); Gerdts  (1998) 

Week 5 A-Movement 1: Case Theory;  Passives; Unaccusatives 
Readings: Baltin (2001); Alexiadou et al (2004) 

Week 6 A-Movement 2: Raising; ECM Subject to Object Raising; 
Raising and Control; Movement Theory of Control 
Readings: Davis and Dubinsky (2004: Ch. 1); Hornstein 
(1999) 

Week 7 Double Objects; Dative Alternation; Object Scrambling and 
Object Shift 
Readings: Larson (1988); Thráinsson (2001) 

Week 8 Adverbs and Phrase Structure 
Readings: Cinque (2004) 

Week 9 Negation and Phrase Structure 
Readings: Zanuttini (2001) 

Week 10 A’-Movement 1; Wh-movement, Movement Constraints, 
Reconstruction 
Radford (2004: Ch. 6); Szabolcsi & den Dikken (2002) 

Week 11 A’-Movement 2: Relative Clauses 
Bianchi (2002: Parts 1 and 2) 

Week 12 Cartography 
Readings: Rizzi (1997); Cinque and Rizzi (2008) 

Week 13 Linearity, Economy, Phases 
Readings: Hornstein et al (2004: Ch. 7, Ch. 10) 
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7. ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 
Week  

2 Problem Set 1 
4 Problem Set 2 
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5 Take home Quiz 1 
6 Problem Set 3 
8 Problem Set 4, Term Paper Proposal 
10 Problem Set 5 
12 Take Home Quiz 2 
14 Problem Set 6 

 
8. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
Websites 
LingBuzz, an article archive and a community space for Generative Linguistics with 
numerous papers in current syntactic theory - http://ling.auf.net/lingBuzz 
Semantics Archive: http://semanticsarchive.net/ 
A collection of papers in semantics / pragmatics, but some are relevant for syntax. 
 
Books 
Some reference  books that deal with current approaches to syntactic phenomena are: 
 
Baltin, M. and C. Collins (eds) 2001. The Handbook of Contemporary Syntax. Oxford: 

Blackwell. 
Everaert, Martin  and Henk C. van Riemsdijk. 2006. The Blackwell Companion to Syntax. 

Wiley-Blackwell. 
Roberts, Ian. 1997. Comparative Syntax. London: Edward Arnold. 
Cinque, Guglielmo and Richard S. Kayne (eds). 2005. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative 

Syntax. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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