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The Western Region

Al Gharbia is one of the richest areas of the UAE in terms of
oil and gas reserves. In addition, the region is marked by its
diverse agriculture and animal husbandry, ranging from date
and vegetable production fo goat, sheep and camel ranching.
Camel ranching in particular represents a wide range of
activities from the production of dairy and meat products fo
thoroughbred racing and fourism.

Al Gharbia was paid particular attention by the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who dedicated his efforts and
fime to develop the region and improve the quality of life for
its inhabitants. His efforts provided stability to the region.

His stewardship included the development of many

service facilities and amenities such as hospitals, schools,
commercial markets, industrial zones, and recreational
areas. Infrastructure such as power stations and water
desalination plants were put in place fo service the needs
of the region. Additionally, modern networks of roads were
created to connect the diverse communities and areas of
activity.

Demographics

At 59,760 square Kilometres, Al Gharbia accounts for 83%
of Abu Dhabi Emirate’s landmass. The tofal population of the
region is just over 120,000, of which approximately 16,500
are nafionals, 10% of the Emirate’s resident population.
More than half of the region's workforce is employed within
the agriculture, construction and oil sectors. The majority
of the expatriate workforce originates from Arab and Asian
countries.

Al Gharbia is characterized by a large geographic spread and
low population density. There are seven major cities in the
region, each providing a range of services and opportunities
to the populace. These cities are Madinat Zayed, Mirfa,
Ghayathi, Liwa, Ruwais, Sila'a, and Delma. Population
density is spread across these seven cities, with the highest
concentrations in Madinat Zayed and Ruwais.

gconomy

The UAE has been blessed with extraordinary hydrocarbon
riches, with the vast majority of this wealth situated in Al
Gharbia. It has approximately 10% of the world's proven oil
reserves and 4% of its natural gas. It is the fourth largest oil
exporter in the world by volume, shipping over 2.3 million
barrels per day.

Al Gharbia generafes 40% of the Emirate's GDP — over
AED 115 billion annually from its industries.
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Project process

To develop a Regional Structure Framework Plan which will
provide overall guidance and specific suggestions for the
future planning of:

o The region of Al Gharbia as 3 whole
o The coastal areas of the region
o Selected settlements within the region:
e Madinat Zayed
o Liwa
e Delma
e Ghayathi
o Mirfa
o Sild'a

e Ruwais

Plan goals

Develop an overall regional vision for Al Gharbia and its
settlements

Define the roles of selected seftlements and areas within
the region

Defermine regional and settlement level land use,
including profected areas, developed areas, and industrial
and military zones

Recommend patterns of transportation, infrastructure,
government services, health care, ecological protection,
cultural development, and other vital concerns

Develop principles, policies, and programs that will
complement these plans

Creatfe a phasing strategy for the Plan, ifs vision, and its
goals
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What is a Design Charretfte?

A design charrette is an infensive, creative, and collaborative
session which bring together participants from a multi-
disciplinary team consisting of urban planners, designers,
architects and landscape architects, engineers and other
field experts to engage local government representatives and
stakeholders. The purpose is to enquire into a pre-defined
series of issues and challenges of importance to the various
stakeholders through a program of discussion, workshops and
interactive design. A charrette will typically Iast for up fo one
week with a period of preparation beforehand followed by
documentation of the findings.
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Project background

Situated between the Empty Quarter and the Arabian Gulf to
the west of Abu Dhabi, the Al Gharbia Region encompasses
approximately 60,000 km? including the country’s richest oil
and gas reserves. The region comprises seven settlements
that have been identified as components of the Regional Plan.
Opportunities for development include potential tourism and
abundant nafural resources, fo name a few.

Al Gharbia offers a diversity of place and a unique reflection
upon the rapidly evolving Emirati lifestyle. Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan's legacy can be experienced by the history
embedded in the forts and sand hills of the Liwa Oasis, the
heart of Al Gharbia's desert region, to the shores that extend
along the coast of the Arabian Gulf, and out fo the islands of
historical Delma and Sir Bani Yas.
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Planning Process

In September 2008, a small tfeam conducted a detailed study
of the region and each municipality from land, sea, and air.
This helped form the planning context in conjunction with
interviews of key stakeholders.

Initial conceptual design and policy elements were
developed at 3 unique ‘charrette’ session - a five-day urban
planning workshop which began on the 16th November,
2008. The Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council, in partnership
with the Western Region Development Council (WRDC)

and Western Region Municipality (WRM), led the charrette
process which involved leadership and representatives from
the Abu Dhabi Government and a feam of multi-disciplinary
experts in urban design, planning, architecture, environment,
infrastructure, and transportation.

Draft plans will be shared with communities in the Western
Region as part of the planning process.

A set of overarching principles were developed by the
charrette participants which will guide the future
development of the Al Gharbia region. These include:

Managed Responsible Growth: model sustainable
development which accommodates appropriate growth
and offers a high quality of life

€nvironmental Responsibility: ecosystems will be
protected and enhanced including the desert, oases,
and coastal and marine habitats

Social Health: access to quality social services for health
care, education, community & cultural facilities

Cultural Identity: preserve and ensure fraditional Arabic,
Bedouin, and Islamic rural culture, character, lifestyle and
heritage.

Growing Population: reduce out-migration of Emiratis
by encouraging people to return/remain through the
provision of quality services, housing, and job/business
opportunities.

€conomic Development: support the Oil & Gas industry
and diversify the economic activity, while returning
wealth fo the region by the provision of economic
opportunities, social amenities and housing.
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Next Steps

Following direction from the outcomes of each workshop,
conceptual plans for the region and each settlement will
be drafted and reviewed by stakeholders before the final
Plan is completed. The findings and conclusions of the
November charrette, follow up workshops with local
government authorities and discussions with Al Gharbia
residents and stakeholders will form the basis of Plan Al
Gharbia 2030.

Settlements anficipating significant growth will be the
first to undertake detailed physical framework plans. €ach
detailed plan will include phasing so that progress can be
undertaken to address infrastructure, housing and other
needs while planning is ongoing. Development guidelines
drafted in these plans will ensure proper implementation
and allow for review and assessment in each community.
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